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SPECIAL AREASOR SITESCOMPONENT

Idaho Code 867-6508(k) requiresthe Special Areasor SitesComponent contain an analysisof aress, Sites,
or structures of historical, archaeologica, architectura, ecologicd, wildlife, or scenic significance.

< The archaeologicad andysisincludes an overview of the pre-historic and historic occupetion of this
area by man, a generd discussion of significant archaeological stes and aress, and a summary of
the current major studies and issues relaing to impacts on cultura resources.

< The higtorica and architecturd analyssincludes recognition of structures which are outstanding for
thelr architectura or historic significance.

< The ecologicd, wildlife, and scenic andyssincludes descriptions of designated sanctuaries, scenic
byways and pull-outs, and wildlife viewing aress.
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CHAPTER 1 - ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Section 1.1 - Overview

Bonner County has aremarkable variety of dte types from Native American and prehistoric to early-day
Settlements, and thereare many areaswithin Bonner County that contain significant cultura resources. Some
noteworthy examplesinclude Seneacquoteen, Lake Pend Oreille, Pend Orellle River, Pack River, Denton
Sough, and Hope. These areas are discussed in more detail in the following sections.

Thefirst people to venture into northern Idaho were big-game hunters seeking woolly mammoth and giant
bison. They left spear-points and bones behind, but little ése. Humans were dways on the move, and in
dl likdlihood, the indigenous people living in Idaho a the time of white exploration were not direct
descendants of earlier inhabitants. People shifted their territories in response to changing climate, food
avallability, and pressures from other people (Wuerthner, 1995).

Section 1.2 - Areas

There are many areas within Bonner County that contain archaeologicaly sgnificant resources. Bonner
County's lakes and rivers, especidly the immediate shordline aress, are culturdly "highly sengtive”” The
shordines have yidded vauable information about the past inhabitants. Bonner County has "an amazing
variety of ste types' from Native American and prehigtoric to early-day fur trading and development of
trangportation. However, not much archaeological work has occurred away from the edge of the water
(Neitzd, 1997).

Bonner County's bountiful waterways offered gathering Stes for the Native Americans. Priest Lake, Lake
Pend Orellle, Clark Fork, and the Pend Orellle River were used for year-round villages: fal fishing sations,
winter hunting, and summer fishing (Hudson, 1981).

Pend Oreille (Kalispel) Tribe

The Pend Orellle(dso cdled the Kdispd) Tribewereimmigrantsfrom thewest, who moved upstream aong
the Columbia River and its tributaries. The Kaispel occupied a territory that extended 20 miles north of
Sandpoint and included al of the Pend Orellle and Priest River drainages, north to present-day British
Columbia, and east dong the Clark Fork River to the Plains, Montana area. Thelr triba land extended into
Washington as well. The Kdispe were divided into the Upper and Lower Kaispd, with the dividing line
a approximately Albeni Fals Dam (Wuerthner, 1995; Hudson, 1981).

The Kaispells were closaly related to the Coeur d'Alenes and other Interior Salashan peoples. Cultural
artifactsinclude coiled baskets, rawhide containers, horn spoons, and stonepestles. Kalispd clothing closdy
resembled that of the Great Plainsgroups. Long lodges of doublelean-to congtruction were commonly used
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aswinter shdtersin smal villages. Mat-covered, conicd summer lodges were gradudly replaced by tipis
after horses were acquired. The tribe ried upon fishing, hunting, and gathering roots, like camas lily, for
food. They fished Lake Pend Orellle, and they used the Clark Fork route to Montana for buffalo hunts.

Coeur d’'AleneTribe

The Coeur dAlene Tribe was also awestern immigrant. Thistribe relied on roots like camas lily for food,
as well as fishing and hunting. The Coeur d’Alene Tribe occupied an area estimated at 4 million acres,
surrounding the lake of the same name (Wuerthner, 1995; Hudson, 1981).

Kootenai Tribes

The Kootena were origindly plains dwellers from the east who were pushed into northern Idaho by the
powerful Blackfoot tribe. Early explorers, fur traders, and missionaries remarked on the distinct features of
thelr language. The Kootena Indiansare linguistically unrelated to any other 1daho tribes, and these people
remain among the few culturesin North Americathat have been classified as a separate entity (Wuerthner,
1995; Conley, 1982).

Theterritory of the Lower Kootenai included the expanses from the M ontana-Idaho border and the Salkirk
Range summit and between the Canadian border and the divide between the Kootenai and Pend Oreille
drainages. Upper Kutenal were located in British Columbia (Hudson, 1981).

The Kootenal lived in tipis and used bark canoes, elk-horn framed buckskin saddles, cedar bows and
storage boxes, carved wooden bowls, and some sun-dried pottery. Their clothing resembled that of the
PainsIndians (Conley, 1982).

Section 1.3 - Archaeoloqical Sites

Lake Pend Oreille

In the vicinity of the eastern shores of Lake Pend Oreille is a large Native American petroglyph. This
petroglyph occupies an area 18-feet in length and ranges from 2 to 7-feet in height. It contains 28 figures,
most of which appear to be stylized bear tracks. Other representations in the petroglyph include two sets
of circles (Conley, 1982) and a zoomorphic figures of possibly a deer. Smilar rock sites are present
elsawhere around the lake and itsidands.

Priest Lake

At Priest Lake there are pictographs that JE. Ryan, aformer Forest Supervisor of the Kaniksu National
Forest, describes in aletter as. On agranite cliff located on the west shore of Priest Lake, 1daho, about six
feet above high water mark, isastrip of painting gpproximately four feet long by sx to eight inchestdl, that
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Isquitelegible.
Cabinet

Evidence indicates that humans have used the Cabinet Ste, adjacent to the Clark Fork River, for the last
7,000 years.

In late 1984, an archaeologica investigation of the landing site took place as part of an effort to examine
potentia impacts of the proposed Cabinet Gorge Dam Fish Hatchery. The archaeologica project examined
both the historic and prehistoric importance of the landing. The historic importance focused on the 1882
Northern Pacific Railroad construction camp, which was occupied for three months by up to 5,000 workers
of various ethnic origins from Chinese to Euro-American to European (Landreth, 1985).

Sandpoint Town Site

The origina Sandpoint (1882-1898) town siteis considered ahistoric archaeologica site, 10-BR-859. No
structures remain standing, except for severd rallroad-associated houses east of the tracks and the
Burlington Northern Railroad depot. Cursory subsurface testing has reveal ed buried archeologica deposits
associated with the town Stein the banks of Sand Creek. These deposits have been determined significant
by the SHPO for the information they contain, as opposed to "in-Stu” preservation. Although the cultura
materia found aong the banks of Sand Creek primarily datesto the turn of the century and earlier, activity
continued in the area after the town was relocated. Some of the artifactual materia datesto the 1890sand
early 1900s. Testing also suggests historic debris was haphazardly discarded over the creek bank and
probably into the creek. More recent refuse aso appears to both cover and intrude into earlier deposits
(Idaho Trangportation Department, 1994).

Section 1.4 - Summary of Current Major Study

The federdly owned Albeni Fals Dam and Lake Pend Oreille Project (the project) was authorized and
completed in the 1950s. The project does not comply with current cultura resource laws, regulations, and
guidance. The Seettle Didtrict, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, has prepared a draft Cultural Resources
Management Plan to help bring the project into compliance.

The banks of the Pend Orellle River and Lake are home to the largest known sites of late Pleistocene or
early Holocene archaeol ogical stesin the Pacific Northwest. The resourceishighly sgnificant asit includes
the sites most capable of contributing information on very early prehistoric adaptations in the Northwest.

In spite of the project's adverse effects, many of the Stes Hill gppear to have sufficient physica integrity to
support scientific research. The erosion-resstance of the compact lake sediments may be largely
responsible. It islikely that early Sites are encased in lake sediments rather than the easly eroded sandy
mantle, therefore there might be differential preservation of early sites. Becausethe firm lake sedimentsaso
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may be more eadily protected by mechanical means, such as riprap, there may be excellent potentia for
preserving the earlier sitesin place (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers).

Section 1.5 - Archaeoloqical Preservation of Cultural Resour ces

Vandalism

Problems of vandalism to burid stes and petroglyphs are associated with such stes. There has been
vanddism a the petroglyphsin Denton Sough. The Kaigpdls are very concerned about the destruction of
these sites (Betts, 1999).
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Dam Operations

Albeni Fals Dam and L ake Pend Orellle Project

Prior to the congtruction of the Albeni Falls Dam, Lake Pend Oreilleéswater level fluctuated with seasond
runoff. This promoted the growth of soil stabilizing vegetation dong the shoreline. When the project was
completed in the 1950s, the water was maintained at a constant level. The water remained high for nearly
five months killing the protective vegetation. With the protective mantle gone, dl historic stes around the
project soon were affected by sheet and bank erosion. The increased exposure of the historic Stes led to
vandalism and unauthorized surface collection.

In addition to effects on habitation stes, the project a0 is affecting petroglyph Stes. The petroglyph sites
are subject to rock foliation caused by increased exposure to moisture, bank dumping, and direct wave
eroson on the rock surfaces. All effects of the project are adverse to the ared's cultural resources (U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers).

L and Development

All flat ground near river and lake banks are potentia archaeological Sites. These areas are dso prime for
land development. Many of the Sites of Native American winter camps have been developed into
subdivisions in the recent years (Sandberg, 1999).

Road Building

All road building projectswithin the county that receive federd funding must bereviewed for archaeol ogica
resources through the State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO). Most of the testing concentrates on the
surface of the Ste; however, in Some cases surface testing may indicate aneed to perform afull subsurface
test. SHPO thenreviewsthetest results and makes recommendationsto mitigate the road building project's
impact on potential archaeologica resources (Sandberg, 1999).
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CHAPTER 2 - HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Section 2.1 - Overview

The natura richesof Bonner County'sforestlands, waterways, and mineras, and itstrangportation corridors
eventudly drew other peopleto thearea. Euro-Americansarethought to have made contact with the Native
Americans of thisgenerd areain the early 1800s (Hudson, 1981).

Section 2.2 - Historic Areas

[talian Settlement

Some of the Italianlaborersworking on the Great Northern Railroad settled near Priest River inthe 1890s.
The group included sx Naccarato brothers from Grimddi, Itdy. They acquired land in this vicinity and
supported their families with a combinationof farming and railroad work. The area soon became known as
the Italian Settlement, shortened to just the Settlement today (Renk, 1991).

Hoodoo Valley

Hoodoo Valley extends 12 miles north from the Kootenai County border to the Pend Orellle River. Native
Americans established atrail through the valey that |eads south to the Rathdrum Prairie and Spokane Plains.
Early Euro-American travelers followed the same route (Dahl, 1969).

Section 2.3 - Historic Sites

David Thompson Historical M onument

David Thompsonisreputedly thefirgt white person to have entered northern Idaho. A geographer, surveyor
and trader, Thompson passed through the K ootenai River Valey to the north of Bonner County in 1809 and
returned in 1810. Hetraveled south to Lake Pend Orellle over what |ater became known asthe Wild Horse
Tral. He explored and mapped the northwest's interior for the North West Company of Montredl,
communicating the region's extensive resources (Conley, 1982).

Thompsonfirst encountered the Kaispe Indianswhen he established the Kullyspdll Housein 1809 on Lake
Pend Oreille across from Memaoose Idand. The Kullyspell House is consdered the first business
establishment in what is now known as the State of Idaho. The Kullyspell House was abandoned as a fur
trading post in 1811 when Thompson's Spokane House became the favored post of the region (Hudson,
1981; Mitchell, 1996).
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Ferry Landings

Seneacquoteen (L aclede)

The era of the ferryboat in what is now Bonner County began and ended at Seneacquoteen, or as the
crossing was to be later known Laclede. The ferryboat age lasted about 100 years, beginning in the mid
1800s (Rechnitzer, 1990).

Seneacquoteen is located on the banks of the Pend Oreille River at the mouth of Hoodoo Creek, opposite
the town of Laclede and 12 miles downstream from Sandpoint. Seneacquoteenwas used asacrossing by
the Native Americanslong before explorers cameto thisregion. Wide meadows, rich with lush grass, made
it a dedrable campsite, and it was used as such by tribes many years before David Thompson aso noted
it (Rechnitzer, 1990).

The firgt settlement in Bonner County was at Seneacquoteen. In the 1860s, Seneacquoteen served as a
supply point, aswell asaferry crossng, dong the Wild Horse Trail. It may have served, in eaxlier times, as
afur trade depot and stopover point for traders and travelers along the Pend Oreille River. Inlater years,
it was a supply-point and headquarters for the Boundary Commission and the Northern Pacific Railroad
construction crew. Seneacquoteen was aso the ste for the congtruction of a steamer, Mary Moody, in
1864, which was commissioned by the U.S. government as a mail carrier. During that same year,
Seneacquoteen was named the seat of the newly designated K ootenai County (Hudson, 1981).

Asthe early 1900s were dawning, changes in north Idaho came quickly. A momentous change occurred
on the northsde of theriver withthearriva of the Great Northern Railroad. A sawmill was built soon after.
These developments led to the founding of the Laclede community, whose growth quickly eclipsed
Seneacquoteen. Theferry waslater gppropriated by Bonner County and renamed the Laclede Ferry. With
the first wagon bridge at Sandpoint in 1910, the old crossing faded into the sunset. In 1957, the Laclede
Ferry was discontinued, and the ferry was never replaced by abridge (Conley, 1982; Rechnitzer, 1990).

Cabinet

Just west of the rock formations that forced the flow of the Clark Fork River into anarrow funnd is a spot
in theriver known higtoricdly as"Cabinet." The Site, located about amile west of what isnow the Montana
date line, became a seamboat |anding that eventualy had its own school, post office, and railroad tation.
The landing "attracted the attention of railroad builders in the late nineteenth century, and for that reason it
briefly became the Ste of one of the wildest and most violent placesin dl the American West" (Landreth,
1985). The site was a congtruction camp for the Northern Pacific Railroad Company in 1882.
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The landing was important becauise of the connections it provided withtherailroad and with smaler boats
that traveled above the Cabinet Gorge. The Mary Moody was among the steamboats that made regular
stops at Cabinet (Rechnitzer, 1990).

Albeni

In 1891, Albeni Poirier ran aferry below thefalson the Pend Oreille River. Theferry was only asmal part
of the overdl activity at this landing. Albeni Cove was an ided landing for riverboats carrying passengers
and freight on the Pend Oreille River. From the cove, atraveler could proceed overland to Rathdrum or
walk around the falls and board a boat for Seneacquoteen, Kootenai, or Cabinet. Following the arriva of
the Great Northern Railroad, the falls became a very popular place. The cove had a saloon, school and a
butcher shop (Rechnitzer, 1990).

Priest River

At the point wherethe Priest River entersthe Pend Orellle River, thereisasmal city known asPriest River.
A ferry operated from the bottom of what is now known asthe "Joe Y oung Hill" to a point directly across
the river. The crossng was about a one-tenth of a mile downstream from the present highway bridge.

To the north, the logging industry was thriving, while on the south side of the river, farming and ranching
supported many settlers. Theferry provided accessto the south side of theriver for merchantsand farmers.
In 1916, a bridge was built to replace the ferry (Rechnitzer, 1990).

Early Day Trails

A network of trail sthat served astrade, hunting, and gathering routesfor the Native Americans crisscrossed
what is now Bonner County. The Pend d' Oreille Trail was a mgor east-west trade route through the
Kdispd territory and north along the Clark Fork and Pend Oreille rivers (Hudson, 1981).

Withthesettling of Euro-Americansinthe Northwest, effortswerebegun toimprove overland transportation
through the region. Trails used by the fur traders became routes for miners, missonaries, and sttlers.

Gold miners traveled the Wild Horse Trail, a main early-day route that leads from the ferry landing a
Seneacquoteen through Bonner County into Canada, on their way to the Wild Horse mines in British
Columbia Thistrail was used by the Native Americans, long beforethe arriva of thewhitemantothe ares,
to travel from the Spokane River, over the Rathdrum Prairie, to the Seneacquoteen ford across the Pend
Orelle. Thetrail continued northward to aK ootenal River crossing near what would later become Bonners
Ferry. The Wild Horse Trall was a section of what David Thompson caled the "Great Road of the
Hatheads' (Conley, 1982).

Cemeteries

According to Bonner County Historical Society records, there are more than 51 cemeteriesand burid Stes
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in the county. The oldest cemetery in Bonner County is located at Senacquoteen (Bonner County
Cemeteries).

The oldest cemetery in the City of Sandpoint is the Lakeview Cemetery. It was platted in October 1903.
Prior to 1903, the only cemetery in Sandpoint was located on a strip of land along the Northern Pecific
Railroad. The Humbird Lumber Company purchased the property and moved the gravesto the Ste where
the Lakeview Cemetery istoday. The oldest recorded buria was in 1885 and was one of those moved in
1903 to L akeview Cemetery (Bonner County Cemeteries).

Another cemetery of interest is the Old Hope Cemetery. The graves appear to be mainly from early
Euro-American settlers. Hope had alarge community of Chinese around the turn of the century, most of
whom worked for the railroad. Some of the Chinese were interred in this cemetery (Renk, 1991, 2002).

Early Day L ogging Camps

In about 1910, the Humbird Lumber Company's Camp #1 was located dong the Pack River. The large
camp included log bunk houses, a dining hal, and barns.

The Diamond Match Company established severd logging campsin the Priest Lakevicinity. One such camp
was |ocated at present-day Indian Creek State Park. A log flume left from those early yearsis preserved
a the State Park (Renk, 1991).

CCC Tralils

The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) brought hundreds of young men to northern Idaho during the
1930s. This emergency relief program offered employment to single men, 18 to 25 years old, who came
from families recelving public assistance. In exchange for work, the men agreed to send most of their $30
monthly wage home to their families. While in northern 1daho they built roads, trails, campgrounds, and
lookouts, planted trees; battled white pine blister rust, and fought fires. There were 13 CCC campsin the
area between Priest River and Priest Lake (Renk, 1991).
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Early Day Mining

The three best recognized mining digtrictsin Bonner County are Taache, Lakeview, and the Hope area. In
1888, William Balard and Associates sarted the first actual mining operationin Bonner County, probably
around the Lakeview area. Beginning in 1917, more than two million ounces of silver were extracted from
Tdache mines. These towns were developed primarily to serve the minersin the area. In some cases, the
origind platted town sites remain undeveloped today (Mitchell, 1996; Renk, 1991).

Section 2.4 - Structures

Bonner County has eight structures and three districts listed on the Nationa Register of Historical Places.

Structureand Location ~ Date Listed Description
Dover Church August 8, This church was origindly intended as a summer
Washington Street 1989 cottage in Laclede for A.C. White of the A.C.
(between Third and Fourth White Lumber Company. After Mr. White's mill
Streets) burned down in August of 1922, the cottage was
Dover, Idaho moved to Dover and donated as a church. Today

the church is used as a community center (Renk,
1991; Garrison, 1999).

Hotel Charbonneau November 11, Themain portion of the hotel dates from 1910 to
207 Wisconsin Street 1991 1912. The brick wing was added in the early
Priest River, Idaho 1920s. The hotdl was once afavorite socid

gathering place in town, hosting numerous
weddings and gala parties under the direction of
the owner, Mrs. Charbonneau (Renk, 1991).

Amanda Neshitt House July 15,1982 Located on the corner of North 4th Avenue and
602 N. 4th Ave. Poplar Street, this house was built in 1906. It isa
Sandpoint, Idaho traditional two-story clapboard, Queen

Anne-style with awragp-.5 0.75lurce and

b

A
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Structureand Location ~ Date Listed Description

Priest River High School December 7, The Priest River High School, completed in 1940,

1020 W. Albeni Hwy. 1995 istypica of the style popularized by the Works

Priest River, Idaho Progress Adminigtration (WPA) during the Greet
Depresson. This building served the community
asajunior high schoal after the new Priest River
Lamana High School was built in 1978 (Renk,
1991).

Sandpoint Burlington Northern July 5, 1973 This station was built in 1916 by Northern Pecific

Railroad Station Railroad to replace the origina frame depot. It

Cedar Strest, was listed on the Historic Register for both its

Sandpoint, Idaho architecture as the only brick gothic-style structure
in Idaho and its association with the devel opment
of the town of Sandpoint dong therallroad. Itis
the only building from the origind Sandpoint town
gteremaining west of the tracks. The Burlington
Northern/Santa Fe Railroad currently uses this
depot as afreight depot (1daho Transportation
Department, 1994).

Sandpoint Community Hall September 11, Thissngle-story, log building was condtructed in

204 S. First Ave. 1986 1936 by the Works Progress Administration

Sandpoint, Idaho (WPA). Classic WPA craftsmanship is apparent
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in the beach-cobble chimney, interior finish work,
and tight saddle notches. In 1944, the USO
added the south wing. It is sgnificant asa WPA
and World War Il gtructure, as well asbeing an
unusud example of rudtic, rura architecturein an
urban setting (Idaho Transportation Department,
1994).
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Structureand Location ~ Date Listed Description

Vinther and Nelson Cabin July 21,1982  The Vinther and Nelson Cabin islocated on Eight
Eight Mile Idand near Mile Idand on Priest Lake. The cabin sitson U.S.
Cooalin, Idaho Forest Service land. The cabin was constructed

by the Crenshaw brothersin the early 1900s. The
cabin was owned by two families, the Vinthers
and the Nelsons. In 1982, the cabin was donated
by the two familiesto the U.S. Government. The
families now serve as permanent caretekers and
curators of the cabin (U.S. Forest Sexvice).

Priest River Commercia Core August 31,  Thisareaisroughly bounded by Wisconan,

Higtoric Didtrict 1995 Montgomery, and Cedar Streets, and Albeni
Priest River, Idaho Road in Priest River, Idaho.

Priest River Experimenta July 1,1994  Idaho Panhandle Nationa Forest, Sandpoint
Forest

School Houses

Ponderay School House

The Ponderay School House is located off State Highway 200, in the City of Ponderay. This one-room
school was built in 1908 for $1,235. Eight years after it was built, crowded conditionsled locd parentsto
request an additiona teacher. The school board saved thisexpense, however, by sending four older students
to schoal in Sandpoint, thus eiminating three grades a Ponderay School. Crowding eased in 1918 with the
addition of a second classroom (Renk, 1991).

Newman Schools

Just off the Garfidd Bay Cutoff Road are two school buildings caled the Newman schools. Anincreasein
school-age children in the remote Glengary Peninsula led Lucy Newington to circulate a petition asking
county officids to establish a school digtrict here. Immy Newman, an adjacent landowner, donated two
acres, and grateful parents named the school in hishonor. Loca men cut cedar logsfrom the nearby forest,
and in short order erected thefirst log school. School opened for afour-month term in the summer of 1904,
with James D. Neville asthe first teacher. Following completion of the new frame school about 1911, the
log building became the home for the teacher. Both buildings are privately owned (Renk, 1991).

Hope School
Contractor J. J. Lohrenze of Spokane started construction on the new Hope School in August 1919. Work
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dowed in October when a shipment of brickswas delayed, and problemsincreased amonth later when the
school board ran out of money to cover the construction. Voters approved an additiona $6,000in bonds
by avote of 21 to 9, and students moved into the new building in February 1920. The newspaper reported
that the $36,000 school was "a credit to the progressive people and school board of Hope." In 1984, the
school board determined that the building was unsafe, and the school closed its doors (Renk, 1991).

Stewart School

Approximately 3-1/4 miles north of Highway 2 on Eastsde Road isasmdl frame building that once served
as aschool house. The design includes cloak rooms at the entrance and abank of large windowsto let light
into the classroom. Outhouses and a woodshed stand at the rear. School Didtrict 28 constructed the new
schoolhouse in the 1920s to house locd students in the firgt through the eighth grade. Settlement Grange
used the old school for meetings until 1989.

Cooalin Schodl

The areas isolation led resdents to petition for a school in Coolin, and it opened for the first term in the
spring of 1909. Severd yearslater, C. E. Rearden of Coolin requested anew building. The board approved
the site and plans, adapted from other drawings by Spokane architect R. Sweatt. The $1,520 building
opened for students in the fal of 1916. Since 1950, the building has served as a community center and
library (Renk, 1991).

Lamb Creek School

The smdl log building currently used for the Priest Lake library was built about 1934 as a school. Pete
Chase, a well-known character around the lake, headed a crew supplied by the Works Progress
Adminigration (WPA) to congtruct the school. The building served asthe loca school until 1960, when it
was replaced by the new Priest Lake Elementary School. It then housed teachers until becoming alibrary
in 1974 (Renk, 1991).

Museums

Bonner County Higtorical Society

The Bonner County Historical Society was established in 1972 to preserve the heritage of Bonner County.
Vduable artifacts exhibited throughout the museum depict the history of the county, its people, and the
events that shaped its development. The research center contains a collection of early photographs and an
extensive newspaper file.

L ookouts

To adintheprotection of Bonner County’ sforested landsfrom fires, numerouslookouts were constructed
during the late 1920s through the 1950s, using variousdesigns. The digtinctive structures have sgnificance
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as geographic and historic landmarks.

One common lookout designiscalled the L-4. The L-4 isastandard 14- by 14-foot frame pre-cut |ookouit.
This style of lookout was built from 1929 through 1953. Thisstyle of lookout isaso knownasan"Aladdin.”
It has a peaked roof and wooden panels that are mounted horizontaly over the windowsin the summer to
provide shade and lowered over the windows in winter. Early models have a gable roof; later modds have
ahip roof.

Another common design isthe R-6. The R-6 is a standard 15 by 15-foot frame lookout house built from
1953 on. Theroof isflat and extends beyond the cabin a few feet to provide shade. R-6 refers to Region
6 of the U.S. Forest Service (Washington and Oregon), the originator of the design.

Gishorne Mtn. L ookout

Origindly known as L ooking Glass M ountain, Gisborne Mountain Lookout was
renamed for Harry T. Gishorne. Gisborne conducted fire research on the
surrounding Priest River Experimental Forest (a part of the Kaniksu National
Forest). Thefirst lookout was built in 1932. The present 41-foot wooden tower
with R-6 style cab and catwa k were constructed in 1958. For 10 of the past 14
| seasons, the lookout has been staffed by volunteers (National Historic Lookout
Register, 1999).

Gishorne Mountain
L ookout

Delyle Ridge L ookout "
This L-4 cab, built in 1935, has been abandoned since the 1950s. It was

reportedly sold to an individua severa years ago, and the windows were [
removed. The remainder of the structureis still intact (Nationa Historic Lookout §
Register, 1999).

Delyle Ridge L ookout
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Sundance Mtn. Lookout

Thislookout islocated four miles east-northeast of Coolin on 1daho Department
of Lands property. Developed in 1928 with an aidade and telephone on the
summit, and a camp one quarter of a mile west, the first tower was a 20-foot
pole L-4 built in 1935. The current 15-foot timber tower with live-in cab was
built in 1981 and is staffed every summer (Nationd Historic Lookout Regidter,
1999). (Note: Andidadeisaruleequipped with smple or tdlescopic sghtsand
used for determination of direction. Webgter'sNinth New Collegiate Dictionary,
1991.)

nance Mountain
Lookout

Lunch Peak L ookout

Thislookout islocated 10 miles north-northeast of Hope in the Kaniksu Nationa Forest. A 45-foot pole
tower with L-4 cab was built here in 1937. The present 10-foot concrete base with R-6 flat cab was
congtructed in 1971, and was last gtaffed full-timein 1985. It is currently avallable for emergency use. This
lookout is dated for refurbishment over the next two years, with the god of including the lookout in the
USFS cabin rental program (Weber, 1999).

Association Caribou

This structure is located north of Schweitzer on Caribou summit. This frame cupola-style ground cabin is
on Bureau of Land Management land, but was built and used by the former Pend Oreille Timber Protective
Associaionduring the 1930sand 1940s. Thislookout isreferred to as" Association Caribou” (to distinguish
it from severd other "Caribou" pegks. Itisin poor condition, but was till anding (leaning) &t last report
(Weber, 1999).

Railroads

The arriva of the railroads transformed Idaho from a primitive frontier to aland of economic opportunity.
The decade of the 1890s, when the mgor transcontinenta railroads were built across Idaho, was marked
by sudden growth. The rapid extension of branch lines into undeveloped areas of Idaho established the
extendve transgportation network necessary to bring settlersand industry to every part of the state. By 1890,
the Idaho Territory had gained enough population to become digible for statehood (Herbst, 1983).

Northern Pacific
The Northern Pecific mail line, extending from the Great Lakes at Duluth, Minnesota to Puget Sound at
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Tacoma, Washington, was finaly completed in 1882, giving Idaho its first mgor transcontinental line. The
location of thisline dong the northern shores of Lake Pend Orellle provided agreet simulusto the region's
economic growthand, in turn, gave therailroad a considerable profit from the vast lumber market along the
Pend Oreille, and from the newly discovered ores of the Coeur d/Alene region. Today thelineisknown as
the Burlington Northern/Santa Fe Rallroad (Herbst, 1983).

Great Northern Railroad
James J. Hill's Great Northern Railroad was built across the |daho Panhandlein 1892 and 1893. Thisline
followed the Kootena River through Bonners Ferry and Sandpoint en route to Spokane (Herbst, 1983).

Bridges

Sandpoint Long Bridge

Four different “Long Bridges’ have spanned the Pend Orellle River, linking Sandpoint to Sagle viawhat is
now U.S. Highway 95. The“Long Bridges’ got their names from the nearly 2-mile span of river and fill.
Thefirst two bridges, built in 1909 and 1934, were wooden and were each dubbed, “ The Longest Wooden
Bridge in the World.” Steel and concrete replaced wood when the third bridge was constructed and
dedicated in June of 1956. The fourth and present “Long Bridge’ was dedicated in September of 1981,
and pardlds “Long Bridge” number 3. The 1956 bridge now provides a footpath and bike trail between
Sagle and Sandpoint (Sandpoint Magazine, 2001, Sandpoint.com).

Oldtown Bridge

The Oldtown Bridge, spanning the Pend Oreille River east of the |daho-Washington border, isan important
interstate link. Oldtown Bridge, completed in 1927, was 1,246-feet long, making it the longest truss-type
bridge in the Idaho State Bridge Inventory at that time. The bridge was an early example of long-truss
technology in Idaho. Congtruction of the bridge was sanctioned in 1926 with funds obtained from the
federal government, |daho state, Washington state, Pend Oreille County in Washington, and Bonner County
inldaho. This structure was replaced in the late 1980s.

As atrangportation link, the Oldtown Bridge had tremendous significance at the locdl, state, and nationa
level. Spanning a crossing made previoudy only by ferry, this bridge connected Idaho and Washington
highways and provided an important economic link, especidly to the timber industry (Herbst, 1983).

Upper West Branch Priest River Bridge

This higtoric bridge, located at the crossing of the Upper West branch of the Priest River, wasbuilt in 1937
by the U. S. Government. The 296-foot bridge is significant as one of only two long-span, single structures
in the Idaho State Bridge Inventory (Herbst, 1983).
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Sandpoint Town Site

Permanent settlersdid not arrive in the Sandpoint area until the 1880s when Robert Weeks opened asmall
trading post and store on the site. Thetown was called Pend d'Oreille and Sandy Point until the latter name
won acceptance. The town Ste was platted in 1898 when the Great Northern Railroad telegrapher, L.D.
Farmin, subdivided his homestead dong Sand Creek. The village was incorporated two years later
(Wuerthner, 1995).

At the turn of the century, logging and milling were the areds mgor industries. The town's business didtrict
suffered three debilitating fires. Noteworthy buildingsincludethe public library a 419 North Second Street,
a Cdiforniamisson-style building designed by the U. S. Treasury Department as a post office at a cost of
$80,000 in 1927-29 (Conley, 1982).

Section 2.5 - Historic Preservation of Cultural Resources

Financial Resour ces

According to the State Historical Preservation office, there are no local governments in Bonner County
participating in the Certified Loca Government Program that offers grant money for hitorica preservation
programs (Nietzel, 1999).

Building Codes

The City of Sandpoint hasadopted by referencethe Uniform Codefor Building Conservation (UCBC). This
officd International Conference of Building Officids (ICBO) document supplements the Uniform Building
Code (UBC) when gpplied to structures listed on the Nationd Historic Regigter. The intent of the UCBC
isto alow certain exceptionsto the UBC that will promote the preservation of the historical character of the
building (Clegg, 1999).

Bonner County has not adopted the UCBC and UBC for the unincorporated areas of the county.
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CHAPTER 3 - ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

Section 3.1 - Historical Structures

Eligible National Register Properties

A recent higtoric survey of Sandpoint has identified 33 structuresthat are digible for listing on the Nationa
Regigter of Historic Places by the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). The SHPO Eligibility
Determinationnoted that most of these propertiesare considered digible as contributary to potential historic
digricts, athough severd buildings can be consdered individudly eigible. These findings as Sated are
architectura only and do not address archaeologica potentid. Thefollowingisalist of these digible places.
All arelocated in the incorporated cities, outsde the jurisdicition of Bonner County.

223 North 1t Avenue, Sandpoint Realty (Central Pharmacy)
209 North 1st Avenue, Pastime Café (1t Larson's store)

121 North 1t Avenue, Kaniksu Redty (Rowlands Hotel)

119 North 1st Avenue, Frontier Ceramics (Gus Nelson Market)
101 North 1st Avenue, Panhandle Redlty (Bonner Meat Market)
201 South 1st Avenue, Coldwell Banker Redlty (Peter Johnson House)
227 South 1t Avenue, McFarland House (Ignatz Weil House)
East Lake Street, The Old Powerhouse (Sandpoint Electric Co.)
104 South 2nd Avenue, Elliot Hotel (Lenox Hotel and Pool Hall)
401 Church Street, Chiropractic Clinic

439 Pine Street, IOOF Hdll (Baptist Church)

502 Alder Street, Panhandle Milling (Laswell's Feed)

NN NN NN NN NN NN

North 4th Avenue Neghborhood

417 North 4th Avenue, First Presbyterian Church

513 North 4th Avenue, Michael Stewart Attorney at Law
521 North 4th Avenue, (George M. Walker House)

502 North 4th Avenue, Naturaopathic Clinic (Wagner House)
518 North 4th Avenue

606 North 4th Avenue

610 North 4th Avenue

614 North 4th Avenue

712 North 4th Avenue

NN NN N N N NN
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Humbird Mill Cottages
The Humbird Mill cottage complex is recognized as apotentia smal higtoric didtrict.

304 Larch Street
306 Larch Street
402 Larch Street
404 Larch Street

N N N AN

Pine Street Neighborhood
403 Pine Street
411 Pine Street
412 Pine Street
414 Pine Street
417 Pine Street
418 Pine Street
431 Pine Street
433 Pine Street

NN NN N NN AN

(Idaho Transportation Department, 1994)

Panida Thester

The Panida Thegtre in Sandpoint opened as avaudeville and movie housein 1927. Then, asnow, itsname
reflected its mission: to showcase great performers and performances for audiences of the PANHANDLE
of IDAHO.

Opening night patronsmarveled at both the distinctive architecture and lush interior furnishings of the Panida.
The press praised its Spanish Mission styling for beauty, which cannot be gpproached by any other building
in Sandpoint, and which can be equaled by few theatres in the west. Decades of glory faded into years of
neglect before mgor fund-raisng and retoration efforts by the Sandpoint community saved the Panidain
1985.

Today, with projectsto preserve and improve the Thegatre ongoing, the Panidais on the Nationa Register
of Historic Places and has received specia recognition from the governor of 1daho, the |daho Commission
of the Arts, the Idaho Centennid Commission, and the U.S. Department of the Interior. Honored with both
"Take Prideinldaho" and "America’ awards, the Panidahasa so received the coveted " Orchid Award" for
historic preservation from the Idaho Historica Preservation Society (Friends of the Panida).
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CHAPTER 4 - ECOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Section 4.1 - Areas

Pack River Flats

The Pack River Hatsis located 9 miles east-northeast of Sandpoint and 4 miles northwest of Hope. The
Pack River FHats is home to a wide variety of wildlife. Canada geese nest on the platforms in the marsh.
Geese, swans, and ducks congregete herein spring and fal during their migration. Thisareaisaso aWildlife
Management Area(WMA)) managed by the Idaho Fish and Game Department and provides public access
to wildlife viewing, hunting, and fishing. The Pack River Fatsisimportant ecologicaly to moose, deer, ek,
and waterfowl. Although thereis no eagle nesting, eagles come to the arealin the winter to feed on carrion
and waterfowl. Thisriparian areais dso criticd to the surviva of wildlife (Dahl, 1969; Cole, 1997).

Before completion of Albeni Fals Dam in 1952, the lake level dropped after the spring runoff. Pack River
Hats was a naturd meadow then, and archaeol ogical evidence suggests that Native Americans processed
cameas bulbs here (Sandberg, 1999).

Priest LakeBasin

Hanna Hats Cedar Grove

The Hanna Flats Cedar Grove provides agood example of the kind of giant trees that were once found
throughout northern Idaho. The grove survived both a mgor forest fire and logging, as early loggers
congdered cedar worthless compared to the white pine and other desirable lumber species. Most of the
trees are more than 200 years old, and some may be approaching 800 years of age. Thegroveisnear the
Priest Lake Ranger Station off Highway 57. A quarter-mile interpretative trail was built by the US Forest
Servicethrough the 16 acresthat was set asdein 1955. The shadowy grove of big cedarsis named for Jm
Hanna, who homesteaded the areain 1921 (Conley, 1982; Wuerthner, 1995).

Priest River Experimental Forest

In 1911, Priest River Experimental Forest was among the first experimenta forests set aside as aforestry
research center. The forest served as the headquarters for the Priest River Forest Experiment Station until
1930 when the forest was incorporated into the Northern Rocky Mountain Forest and Range Experiment
Station. Theforest is currently administered by the Rocky Mountain Research Station from the Maoscow,
Idaho, Forest Sciences Laboratory.

Since the establishment of the Priest River Experimental Forest, numerous educators, Forest Service
researchers, and state and private forestry personnel have used the forest. Research conducted by Bob
Marshdl, Harry Gisborne, Ken Davis, Charles Wellner, and Irvine Haig provided information on basic
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forestry principles still used today for managing Rocky Mountain forests. These and other researchers
throughout the forest's history have made it a key location for conducting forest research (USDA, 1998).

Roosevelt Grove of Ancient Cedars
Nordman is the starting point to a 12-mile hike on a U.S. Forest Service trail to the Roosevelt Grove of
Ancient Cedars located in Washington State. Set aside in 1943, this grove contains many trees that are
severd centuriesold (Conley, 1982). Whilethetrail head islocated in Bonner County, the groveislocated
in Pend Oreille County, Washington.

Lake and River Shores

Priest Lake

The 550 square-mile Priest Lake basin is located primarily within the Idaho Panhandle in Bonner and
Boundary Counties. The watershed contains Upper and Lower Priest Lakes and numerous tributaries.
Comprising 23,680 surface acres, Lower Priest lake isthe third largest |ake in northern Idaho.

The Upper and Lower lakes and tributaries are of very high water qudity with awatershed dominated by
federd, Sate, and private forest land offering exceptional natural aesthetics. In recent years, there has been
a growing concern about maintaining the high water qudity of Priest Lake, given the expanding shoreline
development of homes and businesses, the capacity of exigting sewer treatment facilities, and increasing
recreational use of the lake. There is dso mgor timber harvesting activity in the watershed on sate and
federa lands.

The concern of increasing impingement of human activity on the watershed, and a desire for water quality
protection, led to legidation that crested the Priest Lake Project. The legidation was House Bill No. 319
(1991) enacted as Idaho Code 39-105(3)(p). The legidation mandated the following: 1) that the Idaho
Divisonof Environmental Quaity (DEQ) conduct acomprehens ve baseline monitoring program of existing
water quaity conditions, 2) theformation of aplanning team representing diverse public and private interests
in the watershed, and 3) the formulation of alake water quaity management plan.

According to Idaho Code Section 39-105(3)(p): "...the stated god of the Priest Lake (Management) Plan
shdl be to maintain the existing water quality of Priest Lake while continuing existing nonpoint source
activities in the watershed." The Priest Lake Planning Team, composed of twelve members, used this
language as a guiddine in formulating the lake management plan. Thelake management plan will beused to
implement management srategiesin the watershed to minimize human impact on water qudity (DEQ, et d.,
pgs. 9-10).
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Lake Pend Orellle

The shores of Lake Pend Oreille are very important ecologically to the kokanee spawn. There has been
much controversy over the effect the Albeni Fals Dam has had upon the spawn. During certain times of the
year, the water leve of the lake islowered below the kokanee spawning beds. Thiskills the eggs and thus
reduces the kokanee population leve in Lake Pend Orellle. The kokanee are a sgnificant food source to
larger game fish and bald eagles (Cole, 1997).

Pack River
(Discussed under Pack River Hats)
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CHAPTER 5 - WILDLIFE SSIGNIFICANCE

Section 5.1 - Sites

Hatcheries

Sandpoi
The Sandpoint Hatchery islocated in Bonner County on the south shoreline of the Pend Orellle River, about

two miles south of the town of Sandpoint. Although the hatchery was closed in 1985, it was reopened in
1990 in response to public demand in the Panhandle Region. Public rdationswith loca sportsmen's groups
(Bonner County Sportsmen's Association, Trout Unlimited, and Lake Pend Oreille Idaho Club) isamajor
bendfit of the station. The Hatchery manages a smdl-scde specidty dation for rearing rainbow trout,
Westd ope cutthroat trout, chinook salmon, kokanee salmon, and Kootenai white sturgeon. In addition, it
manages a net pen rearing program and operates or helps in northern Idaho egg-taking programs (ldaho
Department of Fish & Game, 1994).

Cabinet Gorge
Cabinet Gorge Hatchery is located in Bonner County near the town of Clark Fork. The Cabinet Gorge

Hatchery is primarily akokaneefry production station with the capacity to rear 15 million two-inch long fry.
Thesefish areraised to help mitigate theimpact of the Albeni Fls Dam, which rasesthelakeleve of Lake
Pend Orellle, and the Cabinet Gorge Dam, which backs up Noxon Reservoir into Montana. During 1997,
Cabinet Gorge released 3,746,571 kokanee fry. The kokanee fry release is timed to coincide with the
altered cycles of zooplankton bloomsin the lake caused by Mysis species shrimp. Cabinet Gorge Hatchery
Is recognized by the surrounding communities as the mgor contributor of kokaneeto the Lake Pend Oreille
fishery. The importance of this lake fishery to the loca economy is presently estimated at more than $5
million. With the dedline of kokanee numbersin recent years, increasing attention is placed on the hatchery
(Idaho Department of Fish & Game, 1994).

Clark Fork

The Clark Fork Hatchery is a resdent species hatchery located on Spring Creek, 1.5 miles northwest of
Clark Fork, Idaho. Approximately 10,000 Westdope cutthroat trout broodstock are held on station,
providing the state's only captive source of Westd ope cutthroat eggs. In addition, brook trout, brown trout,
goldentrout, Kamloopsrainbow trout, Arctic grayling, and kokanee are reared for distributioninthewaters
of the Panhandle Region. A target god of 125,000 rainbow trout greater than 9 incheslong are distributed
to the put-and-take fishery from March through October. Originally constructed by the Work Project
Adminigration (WPA) in 1934 and completed in 1938, the Clark Fork Hatchery is now funded by Idaho
Fish and Game license fees. Water diverted from Spring Creek provides for incubation and rearing, with
flows of 8-15 cubic feet per second (cfs) at temperatures averaging 410 F in winter and 480 F in summer.
A wdl
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provides gpproximately 100 gallons per minute (gpm) of 450 F water to one bank of incubators. Unused
well water can be diverted to fiberglass rearing troughs to mix with spring creek water (Idaho Department
of Fish & Game, 1994).

Osprey Nest Viewing

Lake Pend Oreille and the lake region of North Idaho has been identified as having the most dense nesting
populations of osprey in North America. The only other comparable nesting area is the Chesapeake Bay
areaon the East Coast. The Osprey arrive at Lake Pend Orellle each year during thefirst week of April and
leave by the first of October. They spend the winter on the coast of the Gulf of Mexico and in the Bga
Cdifornia area. Nesting surveys conducted in 1988 found 135 nestsin the Lake Pend Orelllearea (USDA,
1989).

Osprey may be viewed al over Bonner County. One highly accessible areaiis located near the south shore
at the mouth of the Pend Orellle River in front of the Swan's Landing Restaurant. Thereis a piling in the
water on top of which is anest. Osprey return to this nest every year (Bonner County Historical Society).

Section 5.2 - Areas

While Bonner County abounds in wildlife and waterfowl, severd areas are especidly known for wildlife
viewing.

David Thompson Game Preserve

This preserveislocated on Samowen Point. According to Pat Cole of 1daho Department of Fish and Game
(IDFG), the game preserve was established many years ago. Thereasonsfor its establishment are unknown
today. Deer hunting isprohibited within thereserve. However, waterfowl huntingispermissble. IDFG refers
to the preserve as unnecessary to its misson of managing wildlife. Deer in the area of the preserve are
plentiful and sick deer are often reported. Residentsin the arealike the preserve because deer have become
tame and may be seen in residents yards. IDFG currently uses the area to transplant deer to other areas
because the deer are tame and easy to catch (Cole, 1997).

Morton Slough Wildlife Area

Fed by the backwaters of the Pend Orellle River, the Morton Sough Wildlife Areaisrichin aguatic lifeand
the wildlifeand waterfowl that feed onit. Thewildlife arealocated 13 miles southwest of Sandpoint isowned
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and managed by Idaho Fish and Game Department under a 30-year
license. The dough area plays host to awide array of waterfowl during spring and fal migration, with more
than 2,000 birds present at agiven time. Diving birds are attracted to the area, but other waterfowl aso use

Draft Special Areas or Sites Component
Bonner County Comprehensive Plan CHAPTERS5-2



this as a sopping point during their migration. Feathered visitors to the Site include redheads, |esser scaup,
common goldeneye, Canada geese, common merganser, green-winged tea, malards, buffleheads,
ring-necked ducks, American coots, and American widgeon (Cole, 1997).

The Morton Sough Wildlife Areais aso an important nesting area for bald eagles and aforaging area for
the CocolalaSough rookery of great blue herons. The Morton Slough hasthe second largest concentration
of osprey, next to the Clark Fork Delta. Morton Soough Wildlife Area has a public boat ramp, restroom,
and undeveloped camping area. The dough attracts many bass fishermen (Cole, 1997).

Pack River Flats M oose Ar ea

In addition to attacting Canada geese and other wildfowl, the Pack River Flatsis apopular gathering place
for the local moose population. This marshy areais afavorite feeding area for moose (Cole, 1997).

Denton Slough

This area is a nesting Site for a western grebe colony. Approximately 30 nests were counted in 1996,
supporting acolony of about 100 individuas. The grebes courtship rituas can be viewed in June eech year.
The grebes can be viewed from May through July in the dough area. Denton Sough dso harbors alarge
population of migrating waterfowl, especidly during the fall. More than 500 widgeon have been counted at
onetimein the shalow dough watersin late summer. Coots, an important prey base for bad eagles, have
numbered into the thousands in this dough. Canada geese dso nest in this dough area (Cole, 1997).

Wildlife Management Areas

Idaho Fish and Game owns land and has long-term leases from the Army Corps of Engineers. These
Wildlife Management Areasinclude Priest River, North Shore, Carey Creek, Riley Creek, Hoodoo, Morton
Sough, Oden Bay, Fisherman Idand, Pack River and Clark Fork. The Corpslands areleased to the Sate
to mitigate the impact of the Albeni Falls Dam project and managed to provide public access to wildlife
viewing, hunting, and fishing. Moreover, these areas are dl sgnificant ecologicaly, especidly those areas
located in deltas. The delta areas provide nutrients that stimulate the food chain, supporting animd life
ranging from fish to eagles (Cole, 1997).
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Bird Watching Areas

Good bird watching areas include the Pack River Flats, Denton Sough, and Morton Sough. Areas dong
the lakes and rivers provide opportunities to view avariety of bird life.

Birding areasd soinclude Sandpoint City Beach, Oden Bay/Sunnyside, Pack River Delta, Clark Fork Delta,
Pend Orellle River, Hoodoo Valley, and the Sundance Burn area (USDA, 1989).
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CHAPTER 6 - SCENIC SIGNIFICANCE

Section 6.1 - Areas

Scenic Byways

Panhandle Higtoric Rivers Passage Scenic Byway
Beginning a the Washington State line and following U.S. 2 to Sandpoint, the Panhandle Higtoric Rivers

Passage Scenic Byway follows the northern shore of the Pend Orellle River through Oldtown, Priest River
and endsin Sandpoint. Eaglesin the winter, osprey in the summer, and waterfowl in the spring and fal can
be observed aong this 28.5 mile drive. Points of specid interest include: Pend Orellle and Priest River,
Kaniksu National Forest, Priest River Wildlife Area, Albeni Falls Dam Vistor Center, three Historica
Museums, and Priest River’ shistoric downtown. Camping Stesareavailableat “Mudhol€’ Recregtion Area
a Priest River and Riley Creek Recreation Areaand other |ocationsa ong the Byway (Idaho Trangportation
Department, 1999).

Pend Orellle Scenic Byway

The Pend Orellle Scenic Byway begins near the town of Sandpoint a the north end of Lake Pend Orelle
on Idaho State Highway 200 and ends at the Montana state line. 1daho 200 is a two-lane road with no
passing lanes. The 33.4-mile route winds aong the shordine of Lake Pend Orellle. Specid attractions
incude Lake Pend Oreille (with 14 different species of gamefish), Pack River Flats Refuge, Denton Slough
waterfowl area, Cabinet Gorgeand itsgeol ogica connectionto Glacid LakeMissoula, Cabinet Gorge Dam,
and Kanisku National Forest. Camping isavailableat Sam Owen Campground, 8 miles northwest of Clark
Fork (Idaho Trangportation Department, 1999).

This portion of State Highway 200 was designated by the State of Idaho as a scenic byway in 1991,
because of itspanoramic viewsof Lake Pend Oreille, itsmountai nous backdropsand itshistoric, geologicd,
archaeologica, natura resource and recreetiona qualities. A part of the corridor management plan for the
byway includes protecting and enhancing the qudlities that make the stretch of road a desgnated scenic
byway. Thebyway presentsalargdy uncluttered scenic view because of little commercid development and
few sgns dong its route. Water and wetlands are a key attraction along the byway, and the game and
waterfow! attracted to these features are frequently sighted by the traveling public (Pend Orellle Scenic
Byway Corridor Management Plan).

Section 6.2 - Sites

Cabinet Gorge Dam

In November of 1951, the Washington Water Power Company (Avista Utilities) received a license to
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congtruct the dam at Cabinet Gorge. On September 30, 1952, the power station'sfirst generating unit went
into service. The privatdy financed project was the largest hydrod ectric project in Idaho at the time. The
dam created areservoir 24 miles up stream extending into Montana. Thisreservoir provides recregtion for
anglers, boaters, swimmers and nature observers (Cork, 1991).

Albeni Falls Dam

The Albeni Falls Damislocated on the Pend Oreille River, 90 miles upstream from the mouth where it flows
into the ColumbiaRiver, just north of the Canadian border. Construction began in January, 1951 and ended
December, 1955. The project was authorized by the Flood Control Act of May 17, 1950. The primary
purpose of the project was to provide hydro power for not only production at Albeni Falsitsalf but more
importantly to provide storage for 15 downstream federa and non-federal hydroelectric projects on the
Pend Oreille River and Columbia River. Other purposes include flood control, recregtion and navigation.
The dam promotes summer boating use on Lake Pend Oreille by maintaining a consstent lake level during
the boating season (Cork, 1991).

Char Falls

The Char Fdls are located on Lightning Creek. It is an undevel oped scenic hiking destination. The USFS
is not interested in devel oping the area because of potential dangers associated with the waterfal. Thefdls
are 300 feet tall and attract hikers and photographers (Sandberg, 1999).

Grouse Creek Falls

This"fdl" is not atrue waterfdl; it isa cascade. The areais on USFS land and is a devel oped recrestional
area. Thereis aboardwalk that alows vistors to get close to the cascade and see the kokanee that jump
up the cascade. The U.S. Forest Service maintains a wooden wakway at the fals and hiking trailsin the
area. The USFS has reported vandalism problemsin the area. The access road to the site was shortened
to discourage vandas (Sandberg, 1999) .

Scenic Pull-outs

Hope Point
Hope Point ison Lake Pend Orellle, one and three-quarter miles south of Hope and three and one-quarter

miles east of Glengary. The scenic turnout offers aview of Lake Pend Orellle (Dahl, 1969).

Johnson Pesk Vida
This is an overlook of Lake Pend Oreille from the Monarchs. There is no historical or archeaologica
ggnificance to the ste. However, it offers a beautiful overlook. The vida is three and one-hdf miles
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east-southeast of Green Monarch Mountain and two miles west-southwest of Derr Point. Johnson Peak,
Johnson Creek, and Johnson Peak L ookout were dl named after R. Johnson who owned land at the mouth
of the creek (Sandberg, 1999; Dahl, 1969).

L unch Peak L ookout Tower

A 45-foot pole tower was built here in 1937. The present 10-foot concrete base, with a 15- by 15-foot
frame lookout house, was congtructed in 1971 and was last staffed full-timein 1985. It iscurrently available
for emergency use. The lookout is located on Lunch Peak three miles south-southwest of Mount Pend
Orelle and ten miles north-northwest of Hope. The peak was so named because membersof aroad building
crew ate their lunch at that location (SW ¥z Section 15 of T58N, R2E) (Dahl, 1969).

Sundance Burn Area

On the west shore of Priest Lake is 6,300-foot Sundance Mountain. The scarred dopes are the result of
the Sundance Firein 1967, which wasthe subject of aNationa Geographic article. Thisfire burned 56,000
acresin 12 hours. Scientists estimated that the flame-front rel eased energy equivaent to that of a20-kiloton
bomb exploding every two minutes. It duiced down theface of themountain for two hours, then turned back
toward the ridge. Two thousand men fought the fire with shovels, bulldozers, and arplanes; two men died
whenthey weretrapped by theflames. Thereisamonument plaque on the Pack River Road side of theburn
area (Conley, 1982; Renk, 1991).

Such intense and rapid fire runs are unusua. Mot fires cregp aong, occasondly flaring up and then dying
back to acreep again. However, under specid conditionsof drought and high winds—exactly the conditions
that fueled the Sundance blaze —afire can take off and get out of control. Observers stated that one minute
no flame was seen; the next, the entire dope was onfire. Thiswasthe result of the turbulent winds, radiant
preheating of the forest in front of the actud fire advance, and firebrands whirled doft by the winds. Some
spot fires were ten milesin advance of the main fire front (Wuerthner, 1995).

Today, vistors can see the aftermath of the fires. In the Pack River drainage, young trees now cloak the
dopes. Numerous snags are il visble. Snags are along-term legacy of fires that provide homesto many
bird species. Once the snags topple, they are used by smal mammals for shelter. Although fires are much
maigned, from abiologica point of view, fires are essentid for maintaining functioning forest ecosystems
(Wuerthner, 1995).
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