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Bonner County








                  Board of County Commissioners
                                    Joseph E. Young             Lewis Rich             Cornel Rasor

MINUTES OF THE
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING

Tuesday January 26, 2010 - 8:45 AM

Bonner County Administration Bldg.

1500 Hwy 2, Suite 308, Sandpoint, ID  
On Tuesday, January 26, 2010 the Bonner County Commissioners met for their regularly scheduled meeting with the full Board present.
CALL TO ORDER 
Commissioner Young called the meeting to order at 8:45 am.

INVOCATION
Steve Bradshaw of the Cocolalla Cowboy Church presented the Invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ADOPT ORDER OF THE AGENDA
Chairman Young advised of the following additions/deletions to the Agenda:

1)
Executive Session under Idaho Code §67-2345(B) Personnel/Leave Without Pay After FMLA Time has been Exhausted – 911 Dispatch and one for Public Defender;

2)
Discussion/Decision Regarding Letter of Support for the Priest Lake Groomers application for a grant; 

3)
LCA Architects IRS Section 179D Deduction; and 

4)
Marcus Robbins, 911 Dispatch, will not be available for the meeting.
Commissioner Rasor made a motion to adopt the Order of the Agenda, as amended. Commissioner Rich seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed.
MEETING UPDATES
Commissioner Rasor:  Commissioner Rasor reported on the meeting that Walt Minnick organized of a group of representatives from numerous environmental groups, Fish and Game, the Kootenai Tribe, elected officials, Forest Service, Idaho Department of Lands, etc. Congressman Minnick is asking for a plan for legislation to address the management of the 1.4 million acre Panhandle National Forest. The group is working toward coming to an agreement on how to proceed with the project which Congressman Minnick would like completed by July, 2010. The next meeting will include an independent facilitator to work toward a consensus on procedures. 
Commissioner Young:  Commissioner Young also attended the meeting and brought up the importance of setting forth the goals, objectives and scope of work for the group to determine what, realistically, could be done within the timeframe. The timeline may be put aside to allow the group the opportunity to work with the Forest Service on the ongoing management plans; by going through the process the group would get a better understanding on how and why the process was set up. Commissioner Young also emphasized the importance of the public participating in the process. 
PUBLIC COMMENT
Bette Kinne:  Bette Kinne brought up the importance of coordination among the various departments. 

Jim Carothers: Jim Carothers appeared regarding the Turnbull Estate, asking what the Board’s position was regarding the meeting that was requested over a year ago.
Chairman Young reminded Mr. Carothers this was Public Comment time and his question would be taken under advisement with legal counsel and the Commissioners would then report back to Mr. Carothers. Legal counsel Scott Bauer, who was attending the meeting, offered to discuss the matter with Mr. Carothers and the Commissioners agreed.

CONSENT AGENDA
There were no items on the Consent Agenda.
SOLID WASTE, WATERWAYS, PARKS & RECREATION and WEEDS - Leslie Marshall

1)
Updates on Staff, Projects and Departments.
Director Leslie Marshall presented updates on staff, projects and departments reporting on ongoing activities in Solid Waste; the Green Owl Committee will be meeting on Thursday at 3:00 pm in Priest River. In Weeds, the work continues on mapping the invasive species; and activities in Waterways/Parks & Recreation include assisting District 3 with flagging.
Director Marshall presented each Commissioner with a copy of the Priest River Thoroughfare booklet and she will mail copies to all members of the group. The information has also been posted on the website.
Director Marshall also presented a letter dated January 15, 2010 and received January 25, 2010 from the Department of the Army Corps of Engineers regarding the expiration of the license which grants Bonner County the right to install, operate and maintain six navigation lights on the Pend Oreille River, Albeni Falls Dam. The letter advises the license expires January 14, 2010. 
Due to the time sensitivity of the matter Commissioner Rich made a motion to add the item to the Agenda. Commissioner Rasor seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed.
Commissioner Rasor made a motion to approve the lease with Army Corps of Engineers for six navigations lights, extending the lease for 5 years and moved to approve the personal leases, authorizing Leslie Marshall to obtain the personal lease extensions. Commissioner Rich seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed.

Director Marshall also reported on a letter and phone call from Donna Morrow requesting an ongoing waiver of the $12 TV disposal fee for the Priest River Community Church Thrift Shop. The Ordinance states municipalities can receive a waiver on a one-time, annual basis, not ongoing. Legal counsel Larry Goins will research the issue for possible options and report back to the Commissioners.

Director Marshall also advised she has had an inquiry from Boundary County and the City of Bonners Ferry asking what Bonner County would charge to allow them to dump at the tipping floor. Director Marshall provided the cost/ton but advised the matter would need to be approved by the Commissioners.

ROAD & BRIDGE – Ryan Luttmann

1)
Updates on Staff, Road Districts and Projects.
Director Ryan Luttmann presented updates on staff, road districts and projects reporting plowing and sanding in all districts; roads have been posted for hauling limits in District 1; Districts 2 and 3 have some roads with hauling limits; grading is ongoing when possible, along with light brushing, cleaning culverts; flagging on Upper Pack; and the shop improvement project in District 3 is ongoing.
Director Luttmann advised the ARRA funding kick-off meeting is scheduled for next week; the 2010 Rock Crushing and three-quarter ton pick-up requests for bids are out and the sole source notice went out on Friday to repurchase the six graders. Gordon is working on culvert replacements with the Army Corps of Engineers at Schneiders and on Willford Road; Kelso research is ongoing and the bid packages for culvert and fabric needs for this year are being prepared.
PLANNING DEPARTMENT – Clare Marley
1) Discussion/Decision Regarding Final Plat of Crooked Creek, File #S1566-08.
Commissioner Rich made a motion to approve the Final Plat of Crooked Creek, File #S1566-08. Commissioner Rasor seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed.

Commissioner Rasor reported receiving a call regarding concern over time extensions, which the Commissioners are supportive of due to extenuating circumstances/downturn of the economy. Director Marley advised she has begun work on a draft document; a meeting with legal counsel and the Commissioners will be scheduled to determine the most appropriate plan for handling the time extensions issue.
2)
Discussion/Decision Regarding Final Plat of Sweet Syringa Phase I, File #S1398-06
Commissioner Rasor recused himself from this file because he personally knew the parties. Commissioner Rich made a motion to approve the Final Plat of Sweet Syringa Phase I, File #S1398-06. Chairman Young vacated the Chair and seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed.
3)
Updates on Staff, Department, Calls and Projects.

Director Clare Marley presented updates on staff, department, calls and projects reporting on a developing trend that the number of income permits is about equal to the number of building violations.  

Director Marley advised the tentative date for the Map Remap hearing is March 10, 2010 for the Board. 

EMS – Rob Wakeley
1)
Update on Staff, Department, Calls and Projects.
Chief Rob Wakeley presented an updates on staff, department, call and projects including a continuation of the payroll discussion from the January 19, 2010 meeting. Chief Wakeley will continue to monitor the payroll situation closely and keep the Commissioners updated. Chief Wakeley also reported on a productive meeting he had with Chief Tucker of Westside Fire and developing a plan to transition Westside into 911 response.

The EMS Executive Session was held at the end of the other agendized items. 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
1)
Discussion/Decision Regarding Claims Batch #9

	Claims Batch #9
	


General Fund

 78,006.22

Road & Bridge

 61,234.77

Airport

   8,695.02

Drug Court

      690.67

District Court

   8,894.80

911 Fund

   4,428.20

Court Interlock Devices

      242.00

Health District

 58,877.00

Indigent and Charity

 34,494.81

Revaluation

      463.73

Solid Waste

191,231.51

Tort

      100.00

Weeds

      100.07

Parks & Recreation

      347.66

Justice Fund

100,944.92

Snowmobile - Priest Lake

    2,961.75

Snowmobile - Sandpoint

       475.55

Waterways

       761.35

Building Construction

  12,996.26

Grants

    7,711.23

Ambulance District

  25,365.74


Commissioner Rich had questions regarding expenditures for Officer Peasha’s retirement party which totaled over $400. Sheriff Wheeler advised, without reviewing the documents, he could not confirm that all the questioned expenditures were for Officer Peasha’s retirement. Chairman Young requested some clarification on the expenses and suggested the questionable expenditures be pulled from the Batch for further review; then approve the remainder of the Batch for payment. 
Commissioner Rich made a motion to approve the Batch with the following exceptions:  0730-0015, 0737-0013, 0730-0015, and 0731-0009 for $81.88 and 0730-0015 under Miscellaneous for $42.99. Commissioner Rasor seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed.

2)
Discussion/Decision Regarding Extension of Forest Service Lease from February 28, 2010 to April 30, 2010.
After reviewing the original lease and the extension, Commissioner Rich made a motion to approve the Extension of the Forest Service Lease from February 28, 2010 to April 30, 2010. Commissioner Rasor seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed.
3)
Discussion/Decision Regarding Zone System Purchase and Installation for the Prosecutor’s office.

Commissioner Rich made a motion to approve the purchase and installation of a Zone System in the Prosecutor’s office by High Mark Heating & Cooling, to be paid for out of the Capital Budget. Commissioner Rasor seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed.
4)
Discussion/Decision Regarding Extension of Lease Agreement for Space Located on McGhee Road.

Commissioner Rasor made a motion to approve and extend the Lease Agreement for space located on McGhee Road, for seven months (August, 2010) at $0.35 per square foot. Commissioner Rich seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed.

5)
Discussion/Decision Regarding Leases/Bailments of Personal Property on Bonner County Property – Resolution.
Legal counsel Scott Bauer asked that the matter be tabled until the next business meeting.

6)
Discussion/Decision Regarding Letter of Support for the Priest Lake Groomers application for a grant.

Commissioner Rich made a motion to approve the letter of support for the Priest Lake Groomers application for a grant through Idaho Parks and Recreation.  Commissioner Rasor seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed. 

Commissioner Rich made a motion at 10:20 am for a brief recess. Commissioner Rasor seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed.

At 10:26 am Commissioner Rich made a motion to reconvene the meeting. Commissioner Rasor seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed.
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS
1)
Executive Session under Idaho Code §67-2345(B) Personnel/Leave without Pay for the Sheriff’s Department.
Commissioner Rich made a motion to enter into an Executive Session under Idaho Code §67-2345(B) Personnel Issues/Leave without Pay with Sheriff Wheeler. Commissioner Rasor seconded the motion. All in favor. Roll Call: Commissioner Rich, Aye; Commissioner Young, Aye; Commissioner Rasor, Aye. The motion passed.

At 10:30 am Commissioner Rasor made a motion to adjourn the Executive Session with the Sheriff regarding leave without pay. Commissioner Rich seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed.
Commissioner Rich summarized that per the discovery process and examination of County policy, it was the Board’s opinion that the issue was covered by County policy and Sheriff’s request could go forward. No further action was required by the Board on this matter.
At 10:32 am the regular business meeting was reconvened to discuss the following matter:
PRIEST RIVER AIRPORT

1) Discussion/Decision Regarding FAA Grant Application – Corrie Esvelt-Siegford, P.E.

Commissioner Rich made a motion to approve the FAA Grant Application, the FY 2010 Airport Improvement Program Grant, for the Priest River Airport from the FAA.  Commissioner Rasor seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed.

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS CONTINUED:
2)
Executive Session under Idaho Code §67-2345(B) Personnel Issues for Shared Employee for the Sheriff’s Department.

Commissioner Rich made a motion to enter into an Executive Session under Idaho Code §67-2345 (B) Personnel Issues for Shared Employee with Sheriff Wheeler, Debbie Stallcup, Scott Bauer, Marie Scott and Judge Verby. Commissioner Rasor seconded the motion. All in favor. Roll Call: Commissioner Rich, Aye; Commissioner Young, Aye; Commissioner Rasor, Aye. The motion passed.

at 11:20 am Commissioner Rich made a motion to adjourn the Executive Session with the Sheriff’s Department and moved to enter into the next Executive Session with EMS under Idaho Code §67-2345 (B) Personnel Issues/FMLA with Pam Allen. Commissioner Rasor seconded the Motion. All in favor. Roll Call: Commissioner Rich, Aye; Commissioner Young, Aye; Commissioner Rasor, Aye. The motion passed.
3)
Executive Session with EMS under Idaho Code §67-2345 (B) Personnel Issues/FMLA with Pam Allen.

Chairman Young corrected the record to reflect that this Executive Session concerned EMS personnel issues only, not the FMLA matter.

4)
Executive Session under Idaho Code §67-2345(B) Personnel/Leave Without Pay After FMLA Time has been Exhausted – 911 Dispatch and one for Public Defender.

Commissioner Rich made a motion to enter into an Executive Session under Idaho Code §67-2345(B) Personnel/Leave Without Pay After FMLA Time has been Exhausted with Dispatch and the Public Defender’s office. Commissioner Rasor seconded the motion. All in favor. Roll Call: Commissioner Rich, Aye; Commissioner Young, Aye; Commissioner Rasor, Aye. The motion passed.

At 12:40 pm Commissioner Rich made a motion to adjourn from the Executive Sessions and go back into the regular business meeting. Commissioner Rasor seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed.

Chairman Young summarized that under Executive Session number 4 there were discussions under Personnel, specifically FMLA and a request for an extension of time off without pay for an individual through 911 Dispatch. 

Commissioner Rich made a motion to allow a 30-day extension for leave without pay after all FMLA leave has been exhausted. Commissioner Rasor seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed.

SANDPOINT AIRPORT

1) Discussion/Decision Regarding Monthly Status Letter to FAA.

Commissioner Rich made a motion to approve the monthly status letter to the FAA from the Airport Board Chairman. Commissioner Rasor seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed.

MISCELLANEOUS CONTINUED:
7)
Letter for LCA for Request of Energy Efficient Commercial Building Deduction Allocation under IRS §179D.

Legal Counsel Scott Bauer confirmed that by Statute municipalities (counties) cannot get any of the IRS funds. The deduction is specifically for the designers. Mr. Bauer asked LCA to furnish a listing of other jurisdictions that have done the deduction allocation; this is not an uncommon request and seems to be a standard practice. 

Commissioner Rich made a motion to table this issue pending further information from Russ Morehead of LCA. Commissioner Rasor seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed.

Commissioner Rich made a motion to adjourn the business meeting. Commissioner Rasor seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion passed.

On Tuesday, January 26, 2010 at 1:00 pm an Executive Session was held under Idaho Code §67-2345(B) Personnel Evaluations.
On Wednesday, January 20, 2010 Treasurer Cheryl Piehl met with the Board to discuss the following cases: Approved: MH0068700003BAA (2009), RP58N01W116000A (2009) and RPE0102000018AA (2009). Denied: RPE0077004000CA (2007-09). 
On Wednesday, January 20, 2010 Assistance Director Kevin Rothenberger met with the Board to discuss the following files: Approved: #2010-061, #2010-062, #2010-086, #2010-097 and #2010-103. Denied: #2009-184, #2010-064, #2010-065, #2010-066, #2010-069, #2010-070 and #2010-072. 








ATTEST:  Marie Scott, Clerk
__________________________________

By____________________________________

Joseph Young, Chairman 



     Anne K. Tendick, Deputy Clerk
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